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  Presbyterian CourierPresbyterian Courier  

 

I have observed that our congregation has swal-
lowed whole the words of the Apostle Paul, which 
Paul attributes to Jesus: “It is more blessed to give 

than to receive.” (Acts 20:35) By this I mean that our congregation is very 
generous, and that we appear to be a little uncomfortable receiving generos-
ity. Have you noticed? 
  
The Simple Gifts emphasis has yielded nearly 200 different offerings of kind-
ness, support and help, along with many material gifts to be distributed within 
our congregation. The participation of givers has been extraordinary. But the 
second step, which is to find folks who will gladly receive the gifts, has 
proven to be a little tricky. No one has actually said the words in my hearing, 
but it is easy to imagine someone saying, “It is more blessed to give…” 
 
Let’s take this matter of giving and receiving to an admittedly extreme level, 
and think about receiving Jesus. And let’s begin with the familiar account in 
Luke’s gospel that tells us that Jesus was born and laid in a manger, be-
cause there was no room for his family in the inn. (Luke 2:7) This theme of 
various communities not being ready to receive Jesus continues throughout 
his life. He is not made welcome in the synagogue of his own hometown, 
when he begins to preach. (see Luke 4:29) He tells his disciples, “Foxes 
have holes and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere 
to lay his head.” (Luke 9:58) When Jesus comes to Jerusalem, the Holy City, 
in the last week of his life, he becomes so provocative that, “The chief 
priests and the scribes and the principal men of the people sought to destroy 
him.” (Luke 19:47) The business of giving and receiving is sharpened when 
we think about receiving Jesus. 
  
In the Christian season of Advent, we are meant to be making ready to           
receive and welcome Christ. We are thinking not only of welcoming Jesus as 
an infant, born to Mary and Joseph, but also receiving the Lord as an  object 
of deep faith and trust. That is, we prepare to welcome Jesus in our hearts. 
Further, we understand Advent as a time of preparation to receive Jesus 
when he comes again to judge the world and to put the world to rights. 
  
Christmas gifts and seasonal greetings and parties are highly acculturated 
traditions. We give to each other at this time of the year because it’s a well-
accepted pattern. But our giving has a deeper meaning when we see the fun 
of sharing as a mirror-witness to God’s great gift to us: Christ the Lord. 
  
Recalling the Apostle’s words, “it is more blessed to give than to receive,”  
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 Associate PastorAssociate Pastor  
In the November newsletter I talked about attending the PC(USA) Pastor Theologian Consultation 
where we would be studying and discussing the Holy Spirit.  Ten of us were selected from all over 
the country with different backgrounds, experiences, and gifts. We came together for four days and 
engaged in intensive study and discussion. All of us gathered with different expectations, with reser-
vations, but all of us came out transformed. What is this transformation? 
 

The transformation came in many different ways. We were all opened to new ways of understand-
ing, seeing, listening, and engaging the Holy Spirit.  This happened through studying the Bible,           
history, theology, and in conversation with one another. So what did I learn that is significant for us 
as a congregation? 
 

In November I mentioned that it is important to understand the Spirit’s work because of the change 
happening culturally and in the church and to see the Spirit’s role as opposed to only seeing it as 
change for the sake of change. When the Spirit is involved the world alters, people transform,             
communities shift. What the Spirit touches doesn’t remain the same.  Now the conversation can go 
many places from here and during the consultation it did. As we were wrestling with all the ques-
tions, the knowledge, and the practical aspects we quickly realized that this was no easy task.  
However, our goal was to bring something back to our lives and the church’s life. Part of our task 
was to create a document that would be useful for the entire denomination. Our work would be ac-
cessible to clergy, laity, and anyone searching the web. In the coming months we will continue the 

work in order to produce tools for helping individuals, 
churches, presbyteries, the community, etc….            
in seeing the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. As the 
consultation came to a close each of us were 
charged with a task. I was charged with the produc-
tion of how leadership and the Holy Spirit intersect. 
In the coming months I look forward to this task and 
sharing it with you all. 
 

Why is this important? 
 

The Spirit is Christ’s gift to the church. The Spirit is 
part of the trinity. The Spirit is what gives us life and 
is at work in the world. The Spirit renews, refreshes, 
and sustains us. Now there are many more descrip-
tors in scripture about who the Spirit is and how the 
Spirit is at work. If we are going to understand what 
it means to be church, how to live into the words of 
“reformed and always reforming,” if we are going to 
try to engage those outside of our walls then we 
need to understand how the Spirit of God is leading 
us because that is what makes us different from any 
non-profit or business.  
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Website for Children's Ministry is 
 http://bgpreschildrensministry.wordpress.com/ 

Children in Worship 
 

Please look for the Children's Bulletin, which can be picked up near the regular bulletins (in 
a basket in the narthex). The hope is to provide guidance on what is happening in the ser-
vice while leaving room for creative engagement. 

Breakfast, Children’s Activities, and the BG Christmas Parade! 

  

Join us for the Pre-Christmas Parade Breakfast at 8:30 am on Saturday, December 7.   
Breakfast, children's activities and crafts, and fun fellowship for  
the entire congregation are on the agenda.  Enjoy a wonderful 
tradition, complete with a "front row seat" to Bowling Green's 
annual downtown Christmas Parade.   
Want to help with the fun or have questions?   
Contact Margaret Stein at 779-2579 or  

          
Christmas Caroling 

 

On December 15, we will enjoy the Lessons & Carols service, 
eat lunch together, then go sing to shut-ins around 1:00 p.m.. 
What a great way to spread Christmas cheer to and with other 
members of our congregation. For any additional information 
please contact Margaret Stein at 779-2579 or              
margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com. 
 

Nativity at early Christmas Eve Service 
 

We would like to invite the children who will be in town for Christmas 
Eve to participate in the nativity during the early Christmas Eve  
service for families. Emails will be sent, but if for some reason  
you don’t receive one, please contact Margaret Stein if you want  
to participate: 779-2579 or margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com. 

ing, seeing, listening, and engaging the Holy Spirit.  This happened through studying the Bible,           

change for the sake of change. When the Spirit is involved the world alters, people transform,             

churches, presbyteries, the community, etc….            



  Page 4  

 
Youth News             Youth News               

 
 

FALL YOUTH RETREAT AT CAMP LOUCON This annual event, sponsored by the Western Kentucky Pres-
bytery, was November 8-10. The theme this year was “The Game of Life”. Our own Kara Hildebrandt was our 
keynote speaker. We explored life’s ups and downs through the eyes of the Biblical David & Ruth. 18 of us 
from Bowling Green attended the retreat. Overall attendance was 80 people from 7 churches in our Presby-
tery. Some of the creations from the retreat have been on display in our church. Angie Alexieff served as our 
artist in residence and WKY college volunteers, Matthew Hunt & Christian Croxton, helped with programming. 
 
TWENTY LOAVES PROJECT This project that began two years ago, continued with a bread bake at Youth 
Group on Sunday, November 17. We sold the bread after the worship services on Sunday, November 24 and 
raised $143. Proceeds will benefit our church food pantry. A big Thank You to Kate Bigler and her family for 
coordinating this! We plan to have a cookie bake and sale in December! 
 
ANGEL TREE The Youth Ministry will once again sponsor the Angel Tree for McNeil Elementary School fami-
lies. This year we have 20 families with 47 children to adopt. While adoption of individual children is needed, 
adoption of an entire family is encourage by groups or individuals in the church who can take on more than 
one child. We’ve already had two families adopted! One new blessing of this project this year is that the Dea-
cons will be providing a food basket for each family, based on the size of the family. The Angel Tree will go up 
on the first Sunday of Advent, December 1. Wrapped gifts with the Angel number and name need to be re-
turned to the church no later than Friday, December 20. The youth will deliver the gifts on Saturday, Decem-
ber 21 beginning at 10:00am at the church. We will need additional drivers to help with deliveries.  
 
YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY This year’s party will be on Sunday, December 15 during Youth Group. Bring 
an inexpensive gift to exchange. 
 
CHRISTMAS BREAK LOCK-IN There is a lock-in planned for Friday, December 20. It will begin at 7:00pm. 
The youth and leaders will also help organize the Angel Tree gifts for delivery on Saturday morning. An addi-
tional male and female adult will be needed to stay overnight.  
 
 
 
 
 



Page  5                                                                                                                                

 

2014 MONTREAT COLLEGE CONFERENCE David will be taking a small group of WKU students to 
Montreat, January 2-5, for the annual college conference. We will be staying with three other church 
college groups at Linger Longer Lodge (our house we stay in during the youth conference). The other 
groups are from Murray State University (MOTA) and two North Carolina college groups. The theme is 
“At the Well”. 
 

2014 MONTREAT YOUTH CONFERENCE will be July 12-19, 2014. Our group will once again be 
staying at Linger Longer Lodge. This trip is for rising 8th graders through graduated seniors. There are 
also opportunities for college students to participate in college work crew. Cost is $350. First deposits 
of $50 are due by February 1st. These will be refundable up to May 1st. Subsequent deposits of $100 
are due April 1, May 1, & June 1. Scholarships are available to help with the cost. The theme is 
“Rooted & Reaching”. 
 

 
 
2014 HIGH SCHOOL MISSION TRIP TO THE JERSEY SHORE: The Western Kentucky Presbytery is 
sponsoring this trip to Point Pleasant Beach, NJ. Point Pleasant Presbyterian Church will host our vol-
unteer village. We’ll be helping with Hurricane Sandy recovery. The dates are June 21-29, 2014. The 
cost is $300 per person. We will fund raise to help with the cost and scholarship money is available. All 
rising 8th graders through graduated seniors are welcome. There are only 28 youth spots available. 
Please encourage our youth to sign up! Non-refundable first deposits of $75 are due by February 1.  
  
Sunday Youth Group meets every Sunday 5:30-8pm at the church. All youth in grades 6-12 are wel-
come to join us! (Music from 5:30-6:00, dinner 6-6:30, activities/study topics 6:30-8:00.) Youth Group 
will not meet on December 29 or January 5.  
 

Wednesday Night Youth Fellowship (Grades 8-12, 5:30-6:30pm) meets at Spencer’s Coffeehouse. 
We will not meet on December 25 or January 1.  
 

2013 was a year full of fun trips, overnights, and mission work for our Youth Ministry. We hope that 
2014 will be even better! Thank you to all who made this an excellent year. We wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

Our Youth Ministry is built on the five intentions of the Presbyterian Youth Ministry: 

To call young people to be disciples of Jesus Christ. 
To respond to the needs and the interests of young people. 
To work together, youth and adults, in partnership. 
To be connected to the whole church, community, and the world. 
To include all young people, reaching out and inviting them to belong to the community of faith. 
 

Our Youth Ministry serves youth in grades 6-12 and their families. For more information, please contact 
our Director of Youth Ministries, David Muffett at david.muffett@bgpres.org or (270) 202-2776.  



  Page 6  

 Congregational Care & FellowshipCongregational Care & Fellowship  

 

 

Our deepest sympathy is extended  to the following members  
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 

     

 
Charles Reid and family in the death of Pat Reid 

A BIG thank you to the following for their assistance  
with improvements on  
Jackie Hanks’ house: 

 

Diane and Herb Simmons, Liza and Gary Ahrendt, Melissa and Greg Johnson, Peggy and Clark 
Carthrae, Ginger and John Van Ness, Nathan Algie, Matthew Covington, David Muffett, Ann Ru-
dolph, Doug Humphey. 

Tuesday Evening Circle—Change in meeting dates 
  
Beginning in December, 2013,  the Tuesday Evening Circle will meet on the SECOND Tuesday of 
each month.  (We are moving to accommodate members who have scheduling conflicts with the 
third Tuesday.) Our next meeting will be on December 10th. 

Christmas Benefit Tea 

The women of the church are cordially invited to attend        
a Christmas Tea given by Presbyterian Women on Sunday, 
December 8, from 2-4pm, at the home of Ann Covington, 
1412 Sherwood Drive. Contributions will benefit local hun-
ger relief.  

RSVP to the church office by December 6. 
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Friends   

 
I am paraphrasing from the article cited below. It provides an interesting perspective 
on caring for folks with dementia. It is written by an occupational therapist that found 
a different way of coping with the repetitiveness that occurs so often. She decided 
she would try to work with the dementia instead of fighting against it.   

 

She discovered that the constant repetition of old memories and favorite sayings could become a 
useful resource when providing care. As memory for the current fails a patient with dementia relies 
more and more on their distant past to make sense of what is happening in the here and now.    
 

Most all people have a past memory that has been a source of pleasure and fulfillment. By referring 
to that you can engender in the other person feelings of well-being and achievement. And, as boring 
as it is to you, positive past experiences can be recycled endlessly with the person with dementia. 
They do not get bored with the distant past. It is a comfort to them.   
 

When helping a person with dementia get through the day, please remember feelings are so much 
more important than facts. It is not helpful to you or to your loved one to try to set them straight on 
the details of the day or the event.    
 

http://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2013/18-october/features/features/contentment-or-
terror#.UnKF0tdBxcI.gmail 
 

Here is another little tidbit about getting enough rest when you are a caregiver. Helping the other 
sleep better at night helps you so try keeping lights on at night or use a night light (darkness is often 
a problem with dementia). Give the person sugar and/or caffeine only in the morning. Help the per-
son get some exercise during the day and limit naps if you can. Easier said than done on the nap 
thing.    
 

Here is something for a smile. One person wanted this engraved on their tombstone: “Finally, a 
good night’s sleep” 
 

Merry Christmas and May God bless your care, your loved ones and your rest.   
 
Donna Hill 
 
  
 

TPC Art Gallery News 
 

Mark your calendars - you don't want to miss this!  We will be hosting the 6th Annual ArtWorks, Inc. 
exhibit in the fellowship hall from December 6, 2013 through January 17, 2014.  A reception will be 
held for the artists during the Bowling Green Gallery Hop on Friday, December 6, 5 - 8 PM.  Live en-
tertainment will be provided by Ernie Small and Mike Kanan.  ArtWorks Inc. is a non-profit organiza-
tion of artists, patrons, and supporters dedicated to creating a sustainable art community in the 
Bowling Green area by increasing visibility, vitality and economic growth for the visual arts. Art-
Works is committed to empowering visual artists through exhibition, educational and professional 
opportunities. 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

THERE WILL BE ONE WORSHIP SERVICE 
ON DECEMBER 29TH—AT 10:00 AM. 
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Make room for Christ (continued from page 1) 
 

gives great purpose to our gift-giving. But, as all gift givers know—the happy response of the one 
receiving the gift is crucial. How wonderful it is to see a loved one’s face brighten when she receives 
a gift she loves! How important it is for parents to hear from their children, “It’s just what I wanted!” 
  

I am interested in seeing more of the Simple Gifts requested and received in our congregation. You 
can bring joy to the giver! But I am also interested in seeing more of us make room for Christ in the 
quiet places of our heads and hearts. It may be “more blessed to give…” but the blessing is con-
veyed, validated, and even inaugurated when a gift is received. The grace of the giver must be 
matched by the graciousness of the one on the receiving end. 
  

Let’s think about how we will make one another’s Christmases merry. 
 
 

And know that you are loved. 
 
Matthew 

 

 
Make it your plan to attend a special  

Advent Vesper Service 
 

Sunday, December 1, 4:00 P.M. 
 

The service includes narration, music— 
both choral and organ, and prayer 

in the surroundings of  
our candle-lit Sanctuary 

 

 

 

On Wednesday evenings during Advent, all 
are invited to share a meal at 5:15, and 
then join together in worship as we prepare 
our hearts for the coming of  The Christ 
Child! 

 

Special Sunday School Class 
 
 
From December 1st 
through December 22nd, 
Dr. Maria Mayo will be 
teaching a special Sunday 
School Class in our Fellow-
ship Hall. (9:45am) 
 

Please plan on attending. 
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Library 
 

Did you know the library has a 
large collection of DVDs and 
VHS and cassette tapes. They 
cover a variety of topics. Many 
cassette tapes are still great for 
shut ins. Several audio Bible 
sets. "Check them out!" 

Christmas Carols of the Kirk 
 

This Christmas season, the church is offering a Celtic-
inspired collection of  “treasured carols of the Kirk" to bene-
fit Living Waters for the World and the Presbyterian Women 
Birthday Offering.  Legacy Christmas will be on sale for a 
suggested price of $15.  Please contact Sandy Franklin, 
moderator of Presbyterian Women or Ann Covington to    
reserve a copy.  

 
 

This year we will once again have an Angel Tree in the Tenth 
Street lobby, in cooperation with McNeill Elementary School.  
The tree will go up on December 1st.  Please consider adopting 
an Angel. Please see page 4 for more details. 

Typhoon Haiyan Relief Effort 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is working in collaboration with our mission partner, the National 
Council of Churches in the Philippines (NCCP), and other members of ACT Alliance to respond to 
this crisis from the typhoon in the Philippines. Initial response includes the provision of nonfood 
items, material resources, drinking water, emergency-shelter kits and cash-for-work-programs. In-
dividuals may give in any of several ways: 
• through their Presbyterian congregation 
• online at www.presbyterianmission.org 
• by mailing a check to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), PO Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-

3700. You may designate financial gifts to DR000012-Philippines 
• By texting PDA to 20222 to donate $10 for disaster response 
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 A CALL TO ALL CREATIVE MEMBERS AND CHURCH AFFILIATES  

Announcing our 2014 In-Church Art Exhibit Jan. 17 –Mar. 20  
 

All ages 1 to 100 welcome!  

 

Media: 2-D Drawing, Painting, Photography, Needlework – 3-D ONLY if wired and ready to hang on 

wall.  

 

Specifications:  
 

1. No larger than 4’ by 4’, no smaller than 8” by 10”.  

 

2. Must be framed or mounted with wire in back for hanging, NO sawtooth hangers!  

 

3.  If entering more than 2 pieces, supply a list in order of preference in case there is not room for all.  

 

Requirements:  
 

1.To enter: e-mail or mail the following information to pegeddy@bellsouth.net or   

 Peg Truman 2945 Smallhouse Rd. #609, Bowling Green, KY, 42104 by Tues. Jan. 14, 2014:  

 

 a. Name, phone #, and/or e-mail address  

 

 b. Title of piece(s) and order of preference to be hung  

 

 c. Price of piece(s) or NFS (Not For Sale)  

 

 d. Medium used  

 

2. Attach a 3 x 5 card to the back of each piece entered and include:  

 

 a. Name (and age if under 18)  

 

 b. Phone # and/or e-mail address  

 

 c. Title of piece  

 

 d. Sale price or NFS  

 

3. Deliver your work to the church Thursday January 10, 4-6 PM  

 

Dates to remember:  
 

Tuesday January 14, 2014 - Deadline to enter  
 

Thursday January 16, 2014 - Deliver work to church between 4 and 6 PM  
 

Thursday March 20, 2014 - Pick up works between 8:30 AM and 4 PM  
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Activities for the Christmas Season 
 

Sunday December 1   
  8:30 am  Worship  
  9:45 am   Advent Sunday School Class led by Dr. Maria Mayo      
  4:00 pm  “Advent Vespers” in the Sanctuary  
         11:00 am  Worship 
Wednesday December 4 
  8:30 am  Decorate the Church (all welcome to help) 
  5:15 pm  Advent Dinner 
  6:05 pm  Advent Worship 
Saturday December 7 
  8:30 am  Breakfast/Parade Viewing/Children’s Activities & Crafts/    
      Fun Fellowship for All 
Sunday December 8 
  8:30 am  Worship 
  9:45 am  Advent Sunday School Class led by Dr. Maria Mayo    
     11:00 am   Worship 
  2-4:00 pm  Christmas Benefit Tea for all women at Ann Covington’s home,   
      1412 Sherwood Dr. 
  6:30 pm  Gordoneers at Betty Jo Beard’s home 
Wednesday December 11 
  5:15 pm  Advent Dinner 
  6:05 pm   Advent Worship 
Saturday December 14 
  TBA    Uspiritus Christmas Party in Fellowship Hall 
Sunday December 15 
  8:30 am  Worship   
  9:45 am  Advent Sunday School Class led by Dr. Maria Mayo  
  11:00 am  Lessons and Carols 
  12:00 pm  Lunch/Caroling 
Wednesday December 18 
  5:15 pm  Advent Dinner 
  6:05 pm   Advent Worship 
Friday December 20 
      Angel Tree Deadline 
  7:00 pm  Youth Lock-in 
Saturday December 21 
  10:00 am  Angel Tree Deliveries 
Sunday December 22 
  8:30 am  Worship   
  9:45 am  Advent Sunday School Class led by Dr. Maria Mayo  
  11:00 am  Worship 
Tuesday December 24 
  4:45 pm  Music preceding Family Worship Service 
  5:00 pm  Christmas Eve Worship Service for families 
  9:30 pm  Music preceding Candle Light Worship Service 
     10:00 pm  Candle Light Christmas Eve Worship Service  

 Sunday December 29  
      10:00 am  Worship 
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Uspiritus, the 2012 merger of Bellewood Home for Children and Brooklawn Child and Family 
services, continues the legacy Bellewood started to heal the hearts and minds of vulnerable youth 
and their families. Though our name may have changed, our dedication to serving western Kentucky 
youth and families continues on.  Our mission at Uspiritus is to restore hope, instill confidence, fur-
ther education and encourage spirituality and faith through a comprehensive continuum of care for 
vulnerable youth and families. Uspiritus works with vulnerable kids in crisis to help overcome past 
struggles and grow into the citizens we know they can be with the right support. Below is the journey 
of one of our Bowling Green youth, written in her own words.  

 

“For three years I was being abused by my step-dad and my mom had no care in the world.  I 
did everything I knew to do to get her attention so she could help me.  All she would do is lay in the 
bed. It came to the point that I hated my life and everything that was in it. Even after my sixth grade 
gym teacher finally helped me get my story out my mom still didn't seem to care. I’ve been in foster 
care for six years. Now I am in a private foster care company called Uspiritus. My case manager 
never hesitates to sit down with me and talk and the best thing is that they actually listen to what I 
have to say.  My case manager and my foster parents at Uspiritus have taught me that no matter 
what, you need to be there for people because you may be the one who gives them the strength to 
carry on.  You need to make them feel wanted and loved, even if they aren't family. There are people 
out there in the world that will care for you. They taught me that when I am at the end of my rope to 
tie a knot and just hang in there until I can start to climb back up. I don't know where I would be with-
out those lessons. My life has completely turned around. Due to my foster parents and case man-
ager being such an impact on my life I have decided to become a social worker myself. I hope I can 
touch one child's life like they touched mine.  And show them that someone does care and they are 
on their way to find you.” 

 

If you would like to learn more about Uspiritus and the young people we serve in western 

Kentucky, please contact Slim Nash at (270) 796 – 2012. One of our kids said recently that her hero 
is “All the people that support Uspiritus, because without them we would not have anywhere to live.” 

We want to thank you for your continued support of Bellewood and now Uspiritus. You have been 
and can continue to be a hero to our kids.  

Uspiritus Christmas Party  
 

Uspiritus Bowling Green (Bellewood) will be having a Christmas  Party 
Dec. 14th in our fellowship hall.  Santa will be there with gifts for the  
foster children, independent living clients, and transition young                 
people.  If you would like to participate with a monetary gift a check 
should be made out to Uspiritus Bowling Green and it will stay in our 
own community. Donations  can be mailed to Uspiritus 918 State St., 
Bowling Green, Ky 42101 or put in the Presbyterian Women box in the 
office. Your help would be greatly appreciated.    
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The Property Ministry Report for December 2013 
 

Things have been going smoothly at the church the past month. The biggest issues continue to be 
associated with the September lightning strike. While most of the repairs have been completed, 
we are still in the process of replacing the Heat & Air (HAVC) control system. When completed the 
building should be more energy efficient. Regarding the lightning strike, we received a check from 
Cincinnati Insurance Company in the amount of $31,181.02, which covers the cost of all repairs 
except for the $1000 deductible.   
 
Below is a copy of an email from David Muffett regarding issues addressed the past month.  
 
From: David Muffett [mailto:david.muffett@bgpres.org]  
Sent: Monday, November 18, 2013 9:54 AM 
To: Bobby Rabold 
 
Bobby, 
 
Here are some of the repairs made to the building during the past month: 
 
1. Several of the commodes have been repaired. They were not flushing properly. 
 
2. Replacement of our overall HVAC control system has begun. When completed, this should al-
low us much better control of temperatures throughout the church building. This was damaged in 
the lightning strike in September. Hopefully this will help us keep the building more energy efficient 
and lower our utility bills.  
 
3. Cincinnati Insurance has issued us a claim check of $31,182.02 for the damage from the Sep-
tember lightning strike to the steeple/bell tower. A detailed breakdown of damages was included in 
the November newsletter & October Session report. Even though the lightning strike caused some 
significant damages to electronics in the building, I consider this a blessing as we were able to up-
grade some old systems that would have been cost prohibitive. Claims Adjuster, Becky Clack 
(Cincinnati Insurance) was a pleasure to work with and had our check issued within a couple of 
days after filing the claim.  
 
Below are items that need to be addressed: 
 
1. There are several areas on inside walls of the upstairs classrooms where paint is beginning to 
bubble up. We will ask Simon Masonry to inspect the outside wall to see if they can identify where 
water may be leaking through the brick. 
 
2. We are still waiting on ISTT to install a new permanent video camera for the sanctuary balcony. The 

camera has been ordered. They have brought us a temporary camera but it has limited capabili-
ties. 
 
3.  Minor painting touchup work needs to be completed by Terry Hatler Construction.  
 
The Property Ministry members, David Faxon, Doug Humphrey, Tom Moody, Bob Hunt, Larry 
Warden, David Muffett, Richard Barefoot, and Bobby Rabold would like to express their apprecia-
tion to the church congregation for their support. Submitted by:  Bobby Rabold, Chairman, Prop-
erty Ministry Committee. 
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 December BirthdaysDecember Birthdays  

December 1 

 Mary Lucas 

 Bobby Rabold 

 Charlene Rabold 

December 2 

 Mary Belle Ballance 

 Jody Johnson 

 Stacy Kreuzer 

 Wanda Rosdeutscher 

December 3 

 Margaret Bush 

 Kara Hildebrandt 

 Donna Meredith 

December 4  

 Jack Cowan 

 Kate Cowan 

 Emily Gaither 

December 5 

 Mae Etta Hines 

 Emily Mason 

December 7 

 Bruce Kessler 

 Alexander Lebedinsky 

 Susan Maurer 

 Ruth Meredith 

 Marty Jo Watson 

December 9 

 Heather Higgins 

December 10 

 Ticket McGown 

 Erin Whitaker 

December 11 

 Frederica Kernohan 

 Evan Kessler 

December 13 

 Michael Spencer, Jr. 

December 14 

 John Cowan 

 Alexander Yusk 

December 15 

 Ginger Van Ness 

December 16 

 Ted Schoen 

 Amelia Seidler 

December 17 

 Turner Siddens 

 Susan Todd 

 Claire Watson 

December 18 

 Mary Hext 

 Robert Johnston 

December 19 

 Emily Sharp 

December 20 

 Martha Haynes 

 Woods Mason 

December 22 

 Deborah Flynn 

 Mallory Hudson 

 Grayson Trickey 

December 23 

 Shirley Schoen 

December 24 

 Wes Green 

 Gary Hext 

December 25 

 Angie Alexieff 

December 28 

 Amelia Davenport 

December 29 

 Greg Faulkner 

December 30 

 Stephen Alexieff 

 Evelyn Fitts 

December  31 

 David Rosdeutscher 
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 December Calendar of EventsDecember Calendar of Events  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1        
8:30am Worship 
9:10am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am Children’s 

Choir 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
4:00pm Vesper Service 
6:00pm Youth Group 

2 
11:00am  

Circle 3 
  

3 
9:30am TaiChi 
11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
7:00pm Deacons 
  

4 
5:15pm Youth  

Fellowship 
5:15pm Advent 

Dinner 
6:00pm Worship 
6:45pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

5 
9:30am 

TaiChi 
  
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 

6 
10:30am 

Morning 

Prayer 
  
5:00pm  

Gallery Hop 
  
  

7 
8:30am  

Pre-Parade 

Breakfast 

& Kids’  

activities 

8        
8:30am Worship 
9:10am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am Children’s 

Choir 
9:45am Sun. Morning 

Circle 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
2:00pm PW Christmas 

Benefit Tea 
6:00pm Youth Group 
6:30pm Gordoneers -

Betty Jo Beard’s 

9 
11:30am  

Circle 9 
  

10 
9:30am TaiChi 
11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
4:30pm Peace-

making 
5:30pm Worship Min 
6:30pm Missions 
7:00pm Camera 

Club 

7:00pm Eve. Circle 

11 
9:15am Wed.  

Morning Circle 
9:30am Circle 6 
5:15pm Youth  

Fellowship 
5:15pm Advent 

Dinner 
6:00pm Worship 
6:45pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

12 
9:30am 

TaiChi 
  
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 
 

13 
10:30am 

Morning 

Prayer 
  
  

14 
  
11:00am 

Bellewood 

Christmas 

party 

15       
8:30am Worship 
9:10am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am Children’s 

Choir 
9:45am Sunday School 

11:00am Lessons & 

Carols 
12:00pm Lunch/ 
Caroling 
6:00pm Youth Group-    

Christmas Party 

16 
  

17 
9:30am TaiChi 
11:00am Special 

Care 
11:00am  

Finance Min. 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
7:00pm Session 

18 
11:00am Circle 4 
5:15pm Youth  

Fellowship 
5:15pm Advent 

Dinner 
6:00pm Worship 
6:45pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

19 
9:30am 

TaiChi 
  
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 

20 
10:30am 

Morning 

Prayer 
  
Angel Tree 
deadline for 

gifts 
  
7:00pm Youth 

Lock-in 

21 
 
Angel Tree 

deliveries 

22      8:30am Worship 
9:10am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am Children’s 

Choir 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
6:00pm Youth Group 
  

23 
  

24 
Christmas Eve 
  
5:00pm Worship 
10:00pm Worship 
  

25 
Christmas Day 
Office Closed 

26 
9:30am 

TaiChi 
  
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 

27 
10:30am 

Morning 

Prayer 
  

28 
  

29 
  
10:00am Worship 
6:00pm Youth Group 

30 
  

31 
9:30am TaiChi 
  
11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
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The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington           Pastor 

Rev. Kara Hildebrandt      Associate Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                            Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Wayne Pope                                               Choir Director 

David Muffett                             Director of Youth Ministries /  

                                                                 Property Administration 

Richard Barefoot          Financial Administrator 

Steve Moore                                   Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                           Secretary 

Dana Patterson               Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                               Custodian 

Michael Spencer                              Sunday Sexton 

Sheila Reeves       Newsletter Editor 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

December 2013 
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Full Color Newsletters are available online at  
www.bgpres.org 


